
Welcome to the T.E.L. November 2023, “CEO His Eyes Open”

2024 is just around the corner, I hope its been fed already because 2023 has been feasting on many of 
us and sitting down is getting difficult,,,,, ? Too Much? It is said “That which does not kill you makes you 
stronger” ok but every now and then can we have a moment more resembling “The person with the marsh 
mellow gun – makes us smile”. Well lets jump in shall we, what an amazing month October has been. 
    From Heimdal Halloween, to STARFLEET Academy, Tribbles on the loose to  SPACE 1999,  Trivia to Zoom 
you are going to find a lot of content this month. So please forgive the short introduction, grab the popcorn 
and lets roll.  Engineering awaits….  (Editors note, Our Quadrant Updates will return in December)
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2023 – NOVEMBER 

-   06 NOV – RAINCON SUBMISSIONS DUE - Noon
-   09 NOV - ROLE PLAY MEETING – Resume
-   18 NOV – HEIMDAL MEETING AND ZOOM
-   20 NOV - ENGINEERING DEPARTMENTAL ZOOM
-   27 NOV – SUBMISSIONS FOR THE ENGINEERING LINK
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/Computer begin recording / 
  I’ll be meeting with XO Smith later today, and I can only hope Willy doesn’t say the Heimdal is no longer 
welcome at DS9, or worse yet call it an interstellar incident. Admittedly with all the guest on the station, so 
many vessels, and us arriving in the middle of the Bajoran “LaluBel” festival, it was easy to overlook many of 
the surprises. Who knew ‘Lassie’ would get loose on DS9, attempted to drink liquid out of a strange bucket, 
(not sure how it got into the security officers quarters),  but it was NOT appreciated. CSO Davis is apparently 
debriefing PO3 G. Burley and I will be updated later today. How something so cute could cause so much 
mischief is amazing. 

   Been reviewing reports regarding SFA remote learning activity, darn proud of Engineering again this cycle, 
A total of 30 courses, 2 Boothsby Awards and a BOCP Certificate and as reported by CO Smith in the 
Monthly Status Report (MSR) several other departments on board have noted increased activity in SFA as 
well. This reflects greatly on the entire Heimdal crew. On a personal note, I just took a look at my records 
from this week one year ago, and in the past 365 days I’m excited to say I have completed over 265 
individual courses in more than 29 schools, bringing my total to 307. I know this is not a SFA record based 
on discussions with fellow students from around the globe, but definitely a personal best for me. I think I 
WILL have another scone. 

   Reading over some internal communications, I am a bit concerned about CMDR Henderson. Medical 
reports he is stable and continuing to undergo treatments. He continues to be in Barbara and my thoughts 
as are his family.  Truly hope he is up and about for some of the upcoming festivities on board.

   I am pleased to report in my role as Region One, Regional Department Chief of Engineering that the comm 
traffic continues to flow, the program continues to expand, and the requirements do not tax me to the point 
of interfering with my responsibilities and role as Chief Engineering Officer here on the USS Heimdal. Don’t 
get me wrong, sometimes at the end of the month between RDC reporting, The Engineering Link (T.E.L.) 
publishing, RainCon submissions, Department reporting, SFA & SFA reporting, and Interdepartmental Role 
Play I don’t always know if I am coming or going, but I am continuing to enjoy the ride – Warp 3 and steady.

3

USS Heimdal NCC-1793 Engineering Team

Fleet Captain D. Millner, CEO
USS Heimdal Chief Engineer
R1 RDC of Engineering
STARFLEET Marine Crops Reserves
SFA Red Squad

Let me wrap up with this, as a crew we had a great Halloween party this month 
(see page 11 ), Phaser Sim (Paint Ball led by Carl and Bonnie) (See RainConn), 
and more. As we launch into November I hope we all remember to be Thankful 
for all that we have, including the challenges that make us stronger, /end/ 
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As the unofficial leader of this section of the Engineering Department, I have been pleased at how well 
everyone has worked together and how easy it was to integrate into ongoing ship functions. I see the 
purpose of Operations as supporting all other ship functions and helping everyone achieve their goals.

While it was a little sad to say goodbye to my colleagues in logistics, I was  delighted to be able to tell the 
computer folks in the Science Department that I will be continuing in my liaison duties. To that end, I have 
decided to seek certification as a Science Officer in the Bridge Officer Certification Program. I feel this 
training will allow me to better understand and thus work better with the folks in Science. 

Now that I have more free time, I have resumed my studies with StarFleet Academy. I am continuing my 
pursuit of a bachelor’s degree in Intelligence Operations Studies. I have enjoyed the intellectual pursuit 
involved, something that I never received from my original home. And I was surprised to receive a Boothby 
Award (Silver)! That was unexpected and a pleasant surprise.

On the personal front, I sat down with Lieutenant T’Ploth and my fellow acolyte in learning the Keethera. His 
name is Lieutenant (j.g.) Stok and he is in the chemistry section of the Science Department. He was 
surprised that I pronounced his name correctly, given that most humans tend to say “stock” instead of 
“stük.” When he asked me about this, I told him that I had spent some time on Vulcan. I could almost feel 
T’Ploth’s quick glance my way but I kept my eyes on Stok. Vulcans are ever perceptive, and I am sure he 
could tell that something was being left unsaid, but he just raised an eyebrow and said, “indeed.” 

T'Ploth gave both of us a manual entitled, “Draw Me Into Your Logic, the Keethera Exercises.” I asked why 
she had replicated actual books for us as opposed to using PADD’s, and she told us that it was part of the 
discipline. That the manipulation of a physical book, with physical pages, was intended to have a focusing 
effect on our thoughts. I noted that my version was in Federation standard as opposed to Vulcan, which I 
was silently thankful for. While I can make my way through the Vulcan language, I am not a natural 
linguistic. She instructed us to begin reading the manual and that we would attempt our first Keethera next 
month.

I look forward to our next Departmental meeting as I grow more and more comfortable being around other 
people. Your team is a collection of good and talented people and I am glad to be a part of that.   /end/

Reports From the USS Heimdal Engineering Team

have thought that at my age there would be so much that is new? Each day I wake up with anticipation and 
excitement about what is to come. I don’t want to be anywhere else. So, when you offered a leave on Deep 
Space Nine when we docked for materiel and staff transfer, I was not surprised that I didn’t leap at the 
opportunity to “go home.” I was comfortable here and did not want to run into any old friends who thought 
my decision to join Star Fleet was wrong. For me and Bajor. But after a talk with crewmates at our weekly 
Engineering get together, I was encouraged to return.  
From the moment I stood with Commander Lyon and watched the wormhole open, I knew I had made the 
right decision. I am Star Fleet but also Bajoran and must honor all parts of myself. I completed my duties and 
immediately contacted old colleagues on the planet. After some initial awkwardness, we made 
arrangements to meet. I was given a tour of the new memorial garden complex. It was overwhelming and 
beautiful. I knew it was something that was discussed but had no idea how far that initial proposal had come. 
Perhaps more of the plans of Bajoran reconstructionists will be realized in the near future. > Continued



Engineering Reports

                   SD: 202310.26 – Monthly Engineering Report – CMDR. Zak Lyon

/begin/  Sir, Thank you, sir for approving my request to go to Deep Space 9. The 24-hour leave allowed 
me to have enough off-duty time to take in some of the sights. I thought that it would be impossible to get 
much done besides the work I was assigned. However, we were done in short order and the runabouts were 
transferred without incident. When cataloging the craft, I noted the designations were all Earth rivers. I 
understand the naming convention was the Commanding Officer’s decision. Sounds like a Jeopardy 
category if you ask me. “Ken, I’ll take earth rivers for 1000 credits.” Wow, I am such a geek. Can I possibly 
think of a reference from the last three centuries?

The job accomplished, I was on my own to explore. I had been at the station before, but was working most of 
the time and never had the chance to familiarize myself with the sights and sounds of the station and Bajor. 
The first time that I was on DS9, they were just getting a few things up and running. I was able to lend a 
hand where I could. It was then that I met Operations Chief O’Brien. So, when I ran into him on the way to the 
famous promenade, I briefly hesitated when he asked me to take a look at what he and his staff had been 
doing with the operating system. Ultimately, I couldn’t resist. And it wouldn’t take too much time. The Chief 
was so proud of what his team had been able to do over the last few months. With plenty of work arounds 
and jury-rigging he has taken control of the system, but it requires constant monitoring as the full station 
has not yet been brought on-line. 

I don’t know how he does it. I am pretty good at listening. And making friends with anybody. And so, it is my 
personal belief that any two entities can be friends. Given that, I don’t know what the problem is with these 
Federation and Cardassian systems. I swear if either of these operating systems were sentient, they would 
be trying to strangle each other. Of course, since in Cardassian society men aren’t seen as having a “brain 
for science,” an institutional and horrible glass ceiling exists. There is a chance these computers are simply 
not designed to be understood by males. Hah. By the way, this has to stop. Science, whether theoretical or 
practical, does not care about gender on any world, at any time. And now I will get off my soap box. Soap 
box? Must be one of those things that lost its original context over the years.

Having praised O’Brien for his creative and innovative work, I was off for the “vacation” part of my leave.

Again, I appreciate the opportunity to work, learn and have fun on DS9. /end/
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–USS Heimdal NCC-1793 Engineering Team  Reports End

In your Destination Alert you mentioned a festival may be underway when we arrived on station. I packed all 
my religious items and garb in order to be prepared for a Bajoran feast. Imagine my surprise when it 
turned out to be a Bolian Holiday Celebration. I should have checked first. It was LaluBel, the weeklong event 
focusing on family. Food, art, and flowers highlighted the promenade. It was so colorful and bright. Such a 
contrast to the Cardassian tone of the station. 
I am so glad that I took you up on the offer and that I made contact with old friends. I have a little more 
piece of mind about the state of my homeworld.

SD 202310.26  – Monthly Engineering Report – LT Lyon 
Jody
                           > Continue

Engineering Articles
WHAT YOU FIND ALONG THE WAY – CMDR Zak Lyon

  I was thinking about the Heimdal’s recent musical performance. It was based on a 20th century Earth play 
that was about sailors on shore leave trying to see everything in NYC “in just one day” as the song goes. I 
think that was what I was trying to do when I was on Deep Space Nine for just one day.
   I felt inspired to be standing with Lt. Jodi when we first saw the wormhole open. What that stands for … 
you know…to know you are living in a time where philosophies and faiths are being reshaped around you.  >>>



Engineering Article 6
WHAT YOU FIND ALONG THE WAY – CMDR Zak Lyon (Continued)

>>>  I can’t imagine what that’s like to be a part of on a daily basis. I understand she was heading planetside, 
so I sought out an old friend, Lt. Vilix’pran. Watching him with his growing family, he has six children now, let 
me see this place as a new community being built from the ground up. It is Federation and Bajoran with a 
dash of everyone from everywhere. Just the way I like it. 

Apart from Heimdal, I have never seen such a family being born around me. Like I said:Just the way l like it.

   As Vilix’pran headed off to work he introduced me to the Commander’s young son who had an old-
fashioned notebook and a request for me. He said that he likes to ask everyone who comes through the 
station for book recommendations. Oh boy, what to choose.  From earth writers?  I recommended, just off 
the top of my head: The #1 Ladies Detective Agency by Alexander McCall Smith. I loved the pictures that 
book created in my head. He thanked me and said it was a new one. There I go again with referencing 
something that is centuries old. The Commander’s son seems to be a big reader. I hope he enjoys it. I spent 
a little time talking with him about his favorite books. While we were talking, I was deeply listening. I am 
getting the vibe of a future writer perhaps.

The first time I was at DS9 I met the O’Brien family. They were relocated to the station from the Enterprise 
so the Chief could serve as Chief Ops Officer. They were nothing but kind and welcoming to this young cadet 
on his first assignment. I had never met someone from the Enterprise before. At the Academy, they were 
viewed as celebrities. The O’Briens were just regular folks. Guess you shouldn’t believe everything “they” say. 
Enterprise crew do know that “there are other ships in the fleet.” When I ran into Chief O’Brien on this trip 
he recommended a great new Klingon Fusion Restaurant which is run by this guy who was, in a previous 
life, a widely recognized Klingon opera star. The rumor is that something happened with one of the Violenza 
Sopranos in his company. He simply “stepped” away and pursued his other, if not greater, passion as a 
chef. He never lets the galaxy forget the opera star though. The entire wait staff sings to you during each 
course. It is thrilling. 

For something a little bit less intense, there is also this family owned Ferengi bar which I have to spend 
more time in! I only had a chance to briefly stop in. Quarks. You are not going to miss it. Right out front 
there is this brightly colored logo. I heard that it is actually a portrait of a Tholian Admiral. So beautiful. 
Don’t know the veracity of this story, but it is wild. I think glass is the best way of capturing the Tholian 
figure. 

I never thought I would meet anyone as quiet as Commander Walker, but as I left Quark’s I ran into the 
station’s security chief. He takes it to new levels. I met him on my last trip and he remembered me. I think. 
He has only ever grunted or hmphed to me and yet I feel like I am starting to know the depth of his 
“vocabulary.” Maybe I should listen more closely to Bud’s non-verbal vocabulary.  I think if Commander 
Walker did end up meeting the CSO they’d probably get along very well! I understand that the CSO still does 
not know his origin. It’s not one of the known shape-shifting species like Chameloid or Vendorian. No 
conspiracy theories please. I just hope he finds his home one day.

One funny story. The commanding officer is passionate about the long-lost sport of Earth Baseball which is 
starting to pop up on some earth colonies again. So, one of the common things programed into the 
replicators is ballpark food. One item is a Strausburger. Apparently the Cardassian part of the system 
didn’t take kindly to that and every time anyone tries to order this it comes with a side of “flies” which is of 
course not to everyone’s taste. It makes you miss shipboard replicators where the worst thing that ever 
happens is “steaming hot bananas.” Kind of like replicator 404. But the Commander is determined to bring 
baseball and park food to the masses.  I understand he himself is quite the chef. Yes, it is that Sisko as in 
Sisko’s of New Orleans. Perhaps when the Commander retires, he can open a second location on DS9. 
Unless he’s got something else he wants to do…

This is only the first part of my adventure on Deep Space Nine. I am sure it will take a while for all the 
stories to come out. I’ll keep them coming for a while. This place is strangely starting to feel like a sort of a 
vacation location for me. And, some of the crew here are already starting to feel like a second family.
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–USS Heimdal NCC-1793 Engineering Team  Article Ends

What Do We Need To Do As Engineers?

  I found myself contemplating the next steps while looking over this image provided by James McCoy, CEO 
of the R1 vessel USS Gorkon, NCC 40512. He regularly contributes to the “STARFLEET Region 1 Corps 
of Engineers Facebook Page”. And provides not only technical images but compelling discussions. 
   Now what do I mean by “next steps”, what technology are we short on that is most vital to creating a 
similar ship, ok not warp capable per si, but fundamentally what you see here.  
   These are my thoughts, would love to open the discussion…..

- Inertial Dampeners – I for one do not wish to be pinned against the bulkheads
- Gravity plating – some sort of artificial gravity field to save my coffee if nothing else
- Shields – beyond the metal kevlar mesh and tiles, something that will deflect particles.  Think back 

to Space Pod One on Enterprise, cant be constantly patching holes.

   What do YOU think? What am I missing and What do we actually already have? Obviously a building / 
construction platform in orbit would make a huge difference. Moon base though wonderful might be too 
far away. Perhaps SPACE 1999 Eagle design would be a good place to start  Let’s share your thoughts in 
the next issue, email trek1793@millnernet.com with subject matter WHAT DO WE NEED Q1.



STARFLEET ACADEMY AWARDS

 “The Engineering Link” will not only detail Educational Records for courses completed by its Engineers via    
           STARFLEET Academy, we will also make special note of any Awards received from the same.

CMDR William “Bud” Walker 
Bridge Officer Certification Program - Chief Communications Officer

Silver Boothby 0100
SD: 202310
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Academy Degree Program (ADP) Here is where you gather all the certificates you have earned over the years 
and earn Academy-wide degrees. Currently there are 17 degree categories from Alien Studies, Intelligence 
Operations, Space Studies, Science Fiction Studies, and much much more. Degrees range from Associate (60 
courses), Bachelor (120 courses), Master (180 courses), Doctorate (240 courses) in each of the categories.
For More specifics visit   https://es.sfi.org/academy/course/index.php?categoryid=29

The Bridge Officer Certification Program (BOCP) is a program for STARFLEET Officers who wish to qualify 
themselves as command-ready in the department of their choice. This opportunity is not one to be taken lightly. The 
BOCP was created for members of STARFLEET to become "certified" in their chapter department(s) as a command-
level officer. --- It is awarded in the STARFLEET Database as an Academy award.  --- This award is earned by 
successful completion of the program requirements. This involves earning credits in a specific set of courses from the 
STARFLEET Academy. You must complete and send in the application in order to earn the certification. You may 
certify in one or more of thirteen (13) different positions, ranging from Flight Control Officer to Commanding Officer. – 
Participation in this program is entirely voluntary, and is not required to hold any position in STARFLEET.  
For More specifics visit    https://es.sfi.org/academy/course/index.php?categoryid=30 

Boothby Award – Based on the number of successfully completed courses in both STARFLEET ACADEMY and 
STARFLEET MARINE CORPS ACADEMY. Program re-initiated in 2023.



CMDR William Walker, JR.   (23 Courses, 2 Awards)
  SFA Awards
Awarded for       Boothby 0100 - Silver (100)            on Oct 17, 2023
Awarded for       BOCP - Chief Communications Officer Oct 14, 2023
 
 IOLS – STARFLEET Command College
DISTINCTION        for SFDPP 101 - SFDPP Pt 1                      on Oct 20, 2023
HONORS               for SFDPP 102 - SFDPP Pt 2                      on Oct 20, 2023

 IOT - Starfleet Officers Radio School 
DISTINCTION         for SORS 102 - Radio in TAS                      on Oct 2, 2023
DISTINCTION         for SORS 103 - Radio in TNG                     on Oct 2, 2023
PASS                      for SORS 104 - Radio in DS9                     on Oct 2, 2023
HONORS                for SORS 105 - Radio in VOY                      on Oct 2, 2023
 
 IOIE - School of Intelligence Gathering 
DISTINCTION        SIG 103 - Intelligence Gathering Pt. 2         on Oct 3, 2023
HONORS               SIG 204 – Interrogation                              on Oct 3, 2023
HONORS                SIG 205 Domestic KGB                              on Oct 3, 2023
DISTINCTION         SIG 206  British Intelligence                       on Oct 4, 2023
DISTINCTION         SIG 207 CIA                                                 on Oct 4, 2023
 
 IOIE - College of Bond, James Bond
HONORS                BJB 108 - Live and Let Die                         on Oct 4, 2023
HONORS                BJB 109 - Man With a Golden Gun           on Oct 5, 2023
PASS                      BJB 110 - The Spy Who Loved Me            on Oct 5, 2023
PASS                      BJB 111 – Moonraker                               on Oct 5, 2023
HONORS                BJB 112 - For Your Eyes Only                     on Oct 5, 2023
 
 IOPSS - School of Law Enforcement History
DISTINCTION         for SLEH 108 – ICE                                      on Oct 5, 2023
 
 IOAE - College of Communications
DISTINCTION         for COM 102 – Abbreviations                     on Oct 5, 2023
 
 IMOS - College of Strategy and Tactics
DISTINCTION         for CST 006 Security Alerts                        on Oct 6, 2023
DISTINCTION         for CST 007  Color Alerts part 1                on Oct 6, 2023
DISTINCTION         for CST 008 Color Alerts part 2                 on Oct 8, 2023
HONORS                for CST 009  Intruder Alerts                     on Oct 10, 2023
DISTINCTION         for CST 010 General Alerts part 1             on Oct 12, 2023

CMDR Zachary Lyon           (2 Courses )
  IOSC - College of Oceanography COCN
HONORS                for COCN-102 - Intro to Oceanography Pt 2 on Oct 1, 2023

  IOSTS - College of Starship Operations (IOMS:COSO)
DISTINCTION         for CSO-105 - Communications Operations   on Oct 13, 2023

Heimdal Engineers at Starfleet Academy : October 2023
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Fleet Captain Darrell Millner (6 Courses, 1 Award)
STARFLEET Academy
  SFA Awards
Awarded for Boothby 0250 - Diamond (250)   on Oct 9, 2023

  School of IOSTS - College of Federation Studies (IOSF:COFS)
DISTINCTION for ECST 101 - Monetary Units              on Oct 10, 2023
DISTINCTION for ECST 102 - Intergalactic Economics on Oct 10, 2023
PASS              for ECST 103 - Profit and Loss               on Oct 15, 2023

  IOLS - College of Chapter Development (IOLS:COCD)
DISTINCTION for COCD-104 - Chapter Manuals and Documents on Oct 24, 2023

  IOAE - College of Communications  
HONORS        for BLI 101 Body Language Interpretation 1 on Oct 25, 2023

  IOSS – College of Rocketry
DISTINCTION for COR 106 Modern Rocket Flight Directional Controls  on Oct 29, 2023

Starfleet Officers Radio School (18) 
[ ] SORS 101 – Radio in TOS 
[ ] SORS 102 – Radio in TAS 
[ ] SORS 103 – Radio in TNG 
[ ] SORS 104 – Radio in DS9 
[ ] SORS 105 – Radio in VOY 
[ ] SORS 106 – Radio in ENT 
[ ] SORS 201 – Beginnings of Radio 
[ ] SORS 202 – Broadcast Radio-Early Times to Today 
[ ] SORS 203 – From Radio to Television 
[ ] SORS 204 – Shortwave Radio 
[ ] SORS 205 – CB, FRS, GMRS, MURS 
[ ] SORS 206 – Other Uses for Radio 
[ ] SORS 301 – Amateur Radio 
[ ] SORS 302 – Modes of Amateur Radio 
[ ] SORS 303 – Amateur Radio: Technician Class 
[ ] SORS 304 – Amateur Radio: General Class 
[ ] SORS 305 – Amateur Radio: Extra Class 
[ ] SORS 306 – Amateur Radio: DX License 

EDITORS NOTE: Using available space to highlight 
SFA Courses the reader may not be aware of, how 
many of you have a history in Amateur Radio …. D.



Heimdal Halloween Engineering Style

Interdepartmental Role Play

way that is almost like music – Thank You for all that you do
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– ‘Engineering  Its about Engagement’
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Disclaimer: No part of this newsletter is intended as 
an infringement on the Star Trek copyright held by 

™Paramount /CBS or any other company or entity. This 
is a not for profit, fan organization, that strives to 

embrace the ideals of Star Trek, the inspiration of the 
“Great Bird of the Galaxy” having fun in the process. SD:202311.01 Issue #25
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 Special thanks to all contributors, readers, Some with inspiration, art, reports, articles 
and more   - W. Walker Jr, J. Lyon, Z. Lyon, K. Whately, L.Whately, G. Burley, CEO Millner

 Last Month: ST: TNG: Wesley Crusher left the ENTERPRISE 
'for Starfleet Academy in the fourth season episode Final 

'Mission.  Which fifth season episode marked the first time 
we saw *Cadet* Wesley Crusher?   Answer is:  The Game        

  STAR TREK Trivia
     ST: Lower Decks: 

 In 2380, he served as chief engineering officer under 
Captain Carol Freeman on the USS Cerritos. 

What is this character Lt. Cmdr “Andy’s” actual name?

SD: 202311.20  ED: November 20th, 2023  7:00 pm eastern – Normal Meeting*
THIS SESSION IS FOR CURRENT HEIMDAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT MEMBERS

Mark you calander - 3rd Monday each month Come join your Engineering team in a lively discussion about 
everything from TNG, WOK, Wolf 359, Strange New Worlds, Picard, SFA,  Reports, Stories, Tools, Travel, 

Weather and more. It’s lots of things folks, but BORING* IS NOT ONE OF THEM – Money Back Guarantee - 
Digitally – Face to Face – you may be surprised at how much fun it can be. 

There is a distinct possibility we will have a special guest presentation.
Meeting ID: 852 8421 7035   Passcode: antimatter

 Need help with the coordinates, test run, alternatives, email trek1793@millnernet.com
Come on folks – we need you!

Heimdal Monthly Engineering Zoom
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www.ussheimdal.com enlist

JOIN THE ENGINEERING TEAM -  STARSHIP USS HEIMDAL


