“Engineers are Warped”

SD: 202112.01

SFI * REGION 01 * USS HEIMDAL NCC-1793 * ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT NEWSLETTER
From the console of the Chief Engineer
Capt. Darrell W. Millner

Greetings Crew and fellow STARFLEET Engineering enthusiast,
Though our newsletter is geared towards the expression and
progression of the USS Heimdal’s Engineering crew I try to always keep
in mind our full audience. So again, welcome to all – Thank You for
taking time and the interest to join us in our sector of the STAR TREK
universe. As Chief Engineer I am proud to say we have an amazingly
creative team of writers, artist, photographers, SiFi fans, and friendly
people here in engineering. The goal of this publication is to provide a
forum for expression, an opportunity for structure, an alternate reality
from the sometimes muggle daily grind, and dig a little deeper into the
Roddenberry adventure that brought us all to the table in the first place.
Stepping into December here are a few updates on the department.
We continue working on our “shuttle bay project” the premise of which
is adding to the reality of being and working on a Galaxy Class starship.
Over time from a SFI & R1 perspective the only shuttles mentioned
have been those we have launched to become new chapters – many of
which have reached Starship status. Then again some simply docked
back in the bays, one crashed and burned (another time), but that has
left a lot of dust bunnies in what should be a full shuttle bay. As Kirk
might say about our project and upcoming working solution “It has the
advantage of not being tried before” - that we are aware of. Stay tuned
for more updates. We have also begun the process of creating
introductory materials for our new Engineers, more support materials,
as well as ongoing encouragement to pursue SFA advancement.
Remember, everyone has different areas of interest inside our
departments. Some need a social experience, some technical, some
need that alternate reality that inspires and enriches. How about you?
2022 has the potential to be our
most stellar year to date. It only
takes a little positive engagement,
inspiration, and leadership.
So welcome to the fourth issue
since our reboot. Here’s wishing
y’all – yes y’all (hey I am in Georgia)
the very best holiday season.
Here we go folks, “Warp Two” into
our next issue….
- Good Health & Adventures,
Capt. Darrell Millner – CEO.
“It’s no Tribble at all”

“Admiral, there be whales here.”
- Montgomery “Scotty” Scott – ST IV:TVH 1986

TRANSWARP 1991
ENG Newsletter, CEO R. Klingler
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YOU ?

WE HAVE ROOM FOR YOU - A SAMPLE OF FICTIONAL DUTY POSITIONS HERE IN ENGINEERING Chief Engineer - Heads department. Oversees running of all engineering systems and divisions. Accountable for the overall
performance of the vessel. (A Miracle Worker).
Assistant Chief Engineer - Primary assistant or backup to the chief engineer. In situations when the chief engineer is away
from the engine room, the assistant chief engineer is responsible/in charge.
Shuttle Bay Officer - (SBO) Coordinates with Operations manager on Main Bridge for shuttle launch and landing clearance.
Directly oversees FDO's.
Helm Officer - Responsible for ship's maneuverability & sometimes weapons control.
Navigator - Plot the ship's course; responsible for safely getting the ship from point A to point B.
Transporter Chief - Oversees the operation of ship's transporters.
Transporter Specialist - Maintain & operate the transporters. Work with the Transporter Chief.
Duty Engineer - Engineering officer acting as the duty officer when the chief or assistant chief engineer is off-duty.
Engineering Specialist - All-purpose engineers. Environmental controls, replicators, holodecks, and more.
Flight Deck Officer - (FDO) Responsible for all operations within their particular shuttle bay (3), reports directly to SBO for
launch and landing clearance. Primary station - Operations Control Booth.
Shuttlecraft Pilots - Pilot shuttlecraft on missions that require use of shuttlecraft.
Technology Specialist - Experts with all machines & technological contrivances.
Matter / Anti-matter Specialist - Monitor the intermix process.
Dilithium Crystal Specialist - Responsible for monitoring the dilithium crystal converter assembly.
Damage Control Specialist - Evaluate & control the amount of damage a starship sustains to the best of their abilities. Also
effect ship's repairs.
Deflector Systems Specialist - Monitor & provide data on the ship's deflectors / shields.
Quartermaster - Assign quarters, handle equipment & supplies & the distribution of same.
Maintenance Engineer - Specializes in repairing damaged systems.
Ship Fitter - Fabricate, assemble, and build structural parts of/for the ship.
Recreation Officer - Activities director. Maintains morale. Maintains the Recreation Deck. Coordinates off duty crew
activities.

Engineering Reports
SD: 202111.26
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– Monthly Engineering Report – Lt. Zak Lyon

Sir, This month I have logged 36 off-duty holodeck hours split between two activities. First, a re-creation of
the Globe Theater for an authentic Shakespeare experience. (I was seated next to the author.) I will make
this program available to all crew. Second, on a more personal note, I have also constructed a program that
tracks my father’s travels with his various jobs or “opportunities” as he calls them. Since we can’t see each
other much these days between his work and my assignment to the Heimdal, I am tracing his footsteps
across the galaxy and trying to be exposed to multiple worlds. Gives us something in common when we are
able to speak.
Ensign Miyazaki, Lt. Vinaya and I are moving into the middle phase of the MASU project. The goal is for
Vinaya, the only willing cetacean on the ship to consider the technology, to be able to navigate the corridors
in a mobile environmental unit, communicate through a universal translator, keep contact with Cetacean
Ops, and finally be able to train as a bridge officer in person. She tried to get other cetacean crew
interested. They will need to see it in operation before attempting. We are becoming a good team and hope
to have something to show you soon. Vinaya’s a great engineer. Too bad her only dream is becoming a
navigator.
My mentoring of Ensign Kalyan continues. It is beneficial for each of us. When you teach you also learn, as
they say. Thank you for giving me this assignment. We are becoming off-duty friends and finding we have a
lot in common even though he grew up on Earth–India and I moved all around. We just missed each other
at the Academy, but our favorite professors were the same. We frequented the same shops in San
Francisco and his mother ran the art school my mother attended. Small quadrant, right? I told him my
family loved to vacation on the water and he said that his family owned vacation property on Nepenthe, a
spot I have never visited but always wanted to. Unicorn rabbits. Really want to see that in person.
Lt. Carlotta is still complaining that the Wolfgang Puck holodeck program is messing up. She was right. I
spent 3 hours on-duty time recalibrating it so that all the food didn’t taste like sand. Not what you want
when you come off duty and sit down at the chef’s table for that signature pizza. Needless to say, I made the
upgrades and am now crossing my fingers that she and her friends will enjoy tonight’s reservation.
Speaking of recalibration, I have addressed the difficulty that Stellar cartography was having with its
Solontoi Array. All is in optimal working order. As you know, one of the functions of the Solontoi Array is to
identify and map novel deep space objects. With all that has been going on here on the Heimdal since I
came aboard, the last thing we need is an untracked novel deep space object. A new and extremely large
comet was spotted headed for a technology-adverse populated colony and our technician wanted a check of
the system before we got close enough to gather the necessary data to send to them. As an Engineer, I
appreciate the diversity of colonies and their philosophies, but don’t understand those who completely
eschew technology. I really enjoy working on stellar cart tech. As essential as they are, this department is so
often taken for granted - even overlooked - especially when recounting mission successes.
I am standing by if you need me for anything else related to this Mazur Mystery. I haven’t seen any
unidentified quadrupeds since last my last report. Must be hiding.

Engineering Report’s - continued

4

SD: 202111.27 – Monthly Engineering Report – Ensign Jody Lyon
Sir, This month has been routine. And it gives me pleasure to say so. Though I am still learning, I don’t need
to ask as many questions as I did a couple of months ago. I am starting to feel competent in a wide variety
of environments and technology. Thank you for rotating my assignments. It has really helped.
I have signed up for an additional course at the Academy. I tend to use the Bajoran words for the
engineering tools we use every day. It’s just my default. So, I am taking CENG 207 – Tools of the Engineer.
Perhaps that will help reinforce using Federation standard names. I might also learn a little history along
the way.
I love getting insight into humanoid behavior, so I watch crew members going about their business while I
work. This month I spent a lot of time working on the tech in the shops on Deck Four. All of our crew has
access to replicators. They can design and create any product they desire specific to their needs. Color,
scent, size, style. Apparel, food, adornments, supplies. Anything they want. However, the shops are crowded
everyday with off-duty crew, their families and visitors to the Heimdal. All of them touching, eying, assessing
each item on the shelves and tables. All of them trying to find an item to match their desire. It does not
seem too efficient to me. Then I saw the joy on the faces of the shoppers when they located something they
liked and commented on the uniqueness of the item. I saw the anticipation as they watched the shopkeeper
fold and wrap their find – and record the debit to their name. Then I realized the act of searching and
discovering something special has its own merit. I guess they didn’t think about me. In the back room,
recalibrating the replicators the shopkeeper uses to stock his shelves.
People are funny like that. Now that I think about it, I’m going to pick up that beautiful Bajoran earring I saw
someone eying.
I once again request that you continue to assign me to any project that gives me a new experience on the
ship. Though I am mastering a number of new skills, I look forward to a little excitement now that I am no
longer a noob.
Ensign Jody Lyon
USS Heimdal NCC-1793
Engineering Dept
SD:20211.28 Chief Engineers Log – Capt. Darrell Millner
It’s been an intense period with a number of activities here in the department.
Staffing has been a challenge, with Cmdr Henderson taking a reduced workload and personal time his keen
eye has been missed in shuttle operations. I’m juggling resources but I know “there is always a solution”.
Catching up on my personal inspections, the dust bunnies in shuttle bay two were staggering – we had to
decompress the bay before we clogged up every filter we had. I have a scheduled meeting with the Shuttle
Bay, Flight Deck, and duty officers next week to understand whats been going on down there. Frankly I know
the fault lies with me ultimately – of that there is no question - we’ve been running this department with
minimal staffing for way to long. Speaking of the shuttlebays, allow me to correct my log from 202110.29
– the shuttlecraft in question was 1793/26 not 16 as previously noted. The /26 Nottoway* modifications
continue and PO3 Burley’s creative structural modifications and reinforcements are something to see. I
look forward to additional updates from project lead, Senior Engineer, Captain Campbell shortly.
- "Phoebe's Folly" - Captain Smiths Yacht recently had navigational upgrades and and at her request,
captains prerogative, an updated color scheme. Looks very Sovereign Class to me, but she seems very
pleased with the results.
- I’m also pleased to hear Cetacean Ops has been all a buzz with the MASU project, Lt. Lyons and his
inventions, its very impressive. The concept of having a cetacean on the bridge – this could open up a
number of possibilities.
- On a personal note I did complete my full physical with CMO White and her team. Wow, not as bad as I
assumed, but did feel like they owe me dinner ha ha. She has left my disc issues up to me at this time, as
she said “it’s not a question of if you need the repairs, only how long we can hold off without it impacting

An Engineer’s Role Model
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– Engineering Link Article
- Lt. Zak Lyon
SD: 202111.26

As many of you know, I walk via the use of a series of precisely-calibrated and minutely-tuned force fields
projected around my body. A fantastic tech from the mind of a great 24 th century engineer. But it often
requires more preparation time than I have to set up. Or sometimes it is just more of a hassle than I want at
the moment. Transporters interfere with its functioning. So many times, I just rely on a good 24 th century
wheeled chair. Don’t get me wrong, we have come a long way from the early days of “quickie lite,” but
sometimes a simple low-tech solution is best. So, as a kid who used a chair a lot, I found myself looking for
role models and examples among the vast array of Federation citizens that the world used to classified as
“handicapped.” There was one name that rose to the top of my list. And he was an Engineer.
With the recognition of the 250th anniversary of the creation of a working matter transporter just around
the corner, this half El-Aurian engineer decided to investigate and write about its creator and the effect of his
work. An engineer’s work is usually seen as directed toward a specific operational goal - repair, maintenance,
upgrade, etc. But sometimes there is work that affects more than simply an immediate/practical goal –
something that affects life at large.
First, the creator. Though not a Star Fleet engineer, an engineer none-the-less, Emory Erickson is known to
all school children as the Father of the Transporter and the first person to ever go through the experience of
being transported. In his biography, Glittering Through the Stars, he described it as a terrifying experience. “It
took a full minute to cycle, but it felt like a year.” He talked about all the brave men and woman who were lost
during those first years of testing and operation. He talked about how hard it was to make the move from
transporting non-organic cargo to having people step on that pad. It took 40 years before a transporter was
installed on a starship and even longer for crews to feel comfortable. Now it is just an everyday thing.
School children rarely learned about the controversy and tragedy of this man. I have researched and
discovered a great deal. And I just recently discovered that my father was on Earth when the transporter
was first tested. Yeah, even I don’t know how old he really is. But Dad gave me a little more insight into Dr.
Erickson.
I now know how Erickson ended up using a wheelchair. I know he was pushing the early technologies too far
and too fast. He took a huge amount Singer Radiation to the spine. He didn’t take the proper precautions. To
be fair he didn’t know what they were yet. I acknowledge that all of this is the real history. I now acknowledge
the controversy. I now know about the tragedy of losing his son in a transporter accident.
But now I am finding myself remembering a time when I didn’t know these things. The only holos I ever saw of
this man he was already using a chair to get around. And in documentaries they always glanced over the
exact circumstances of his injuries. So as a young kid, I thought that the man who invented the transporter
was born like me. He was a great inventor. A great engineer. He was the role model I chose then.
Erickson influenced that young kid who built those fake cheap non-functional duotronic enhancers – you know
the kind that you do in school to learn how they work. I was so proud of my “engineering.” I knew my teachers
were proud and that pride led me to learn more and eventually led to Star Fleet where I believe I still follow in
Erickson’s footsteps.
By the time Erickson was born there were a lot of options for people who couldn’t walk to move more easily
through space, but it could still be challenging. And after he was injured, he could have become bitter and
used the tech to benefit himself. But he was driven to push further to develop technology for the benefit of all
of society.
He made some poor choices in his later life. He put the NX-01 and its crew at risk. And people now look at
him in a different way. But we are advanced now, right? We know that we can be aware of the wrong
choices that someone made and still be grateful for what they gave us, for what they created for the benefit
of all.
So, next time Transporter Day rolls around don’t just thank your local operators, don’t just think about how
quickly you can see friends and family, heck, don’t just think how easy it is to pull off a surprise party, but for
all his flaws and the tragedy in his life, remember Emory Erickson and thank him. Think about how much he
could inspire the next generation of young engineers. They will learn the whole story when they get older.
I still have so much respect for Erickson today. And respect for the art of transporting - because that’s what
it is, an art. That’s why I leave the actual operation to Campbell – he’s an artist. I have my own talents.
I am in awe of what the transporter has given us. Erickson is still a role model I admire, His story said a lot to
me. Now I also live by the philosophy that when you have a challenge, you don’t just overcome it for yourself,
you solve it for the galaxy.
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Heimdal Engineers at Starfleet Academy
No Updates at this time – Several in process.
2021 Recorded November Graduate(s)

Region 01
Updates that Impact Engineering
As of Dec 1st R1.SFI.org will be listing numerous open positions on the
Region 01 site. If you have interest in supporting STARFLEET from a
regional perspective be sure to take a look. Details will be posted at
https://r1.sﬁ.org/open-positions/ .The website continues to develop in
a very positive way. Many Heimdal members have stepped up over
the years and taken on roles critical to the development of R1 and
STARFLEET as a whole. Including our own Dennis H., Kenny P., Willie
S., and of course our CO Linda S. - Millner Out.

Admiral, There be Whales here!

SD:202112.01 Chief Engineer Millner Reporting
Several of us have been involved with the Interdepartmental Role
Play and have seen first hand how integrated the CETACEAN
OPS team is. It’s also recently be featured in ST: Lower Decks as
well as the writing of our own Zak Lyon. What you may not know
is that the Heimdal adopted a humpback whale “Half Moon” in
the spring of 1987 as part of what was then the “International
Wildlife Coalition's Whale Adoption Project” We were inspired by
STAR TREK IV: The Voyage Home. See the full article in the
December issue of the Heimdal’s Rainbow Bridge. Keeping in
mind how involved Scotty was regarding Transparent Aluminum
and getting the Klingon Bird of Prey ready for transport I thought
I would put a plug in The Engineering Link too !

Heimdal Monthly Engineering Zoom

December - PENDING
With Travel, Holidays and much planned Merry making the
Engineering crew elected during our November Zoom to
forgo the December Zoom at this time.
Though the idea of a Monday Dec 27 session has been
bantered around for those still in a sugar, coffee, and visitor
comas ….
--- Keep an eye on your email, it will not be official - but
possibly a casual – “Hey look what I found under the tree”
Star Trek Experience – Happy Holidays to you all…..
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I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW…. HOW ABOUT YOU?
- As many of us are aware there were many modifications to uniforms during the process of filming
the Next Generation. Many I found to be stellar improvements - Dropping the “onesies” ( jumpsuits) for
example. Moving to two piece uniforms I appreciate, plus introducing the Picard Maneuver, but that front
zipper I still find puzzling.

STAR TREK Trivia Anyone?

Thanks Gary

Question:
Which Star Trek actor was shot six times on D-Day?
Answer: See the 202201 Issue of “The
The Engineering Link”
Link

Special thanks to our contributors this month:
Gary B., Larry R., Jody L., Zak L., Darrell M.
Additional thanks on special projects to:
Kathy W., Dennis H., & Linda S.
Please note, corrections and Additions are always welcome

Disclaimer: No part of this newsletter is intended as
an infringement on the Star Trek copyright held by
Paramount™ or any other company or entity. This is a
not for profit, fan organization, that strives to
embrace the ideals of Star Trek, the inspiration of the
“Great Bird of the Galaxy” and have fun in the process.
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